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Cavalry -“Mechanised, ^onp § 

" ■ ■■ ■ ■ ’ . ■ ^ ‘ ■ i 

The maiii task of a cairalry formation dtthl'ns an ad\'-ance is to act as , 

■ . ‘ ■ - _ , ■ . t 

■bile echelon ijlrlch exploxl/S success x^jihh hhe ain of dividing ana | 

, ■ • ■ . . . ■ _ M, .• I 

circling the main enemy groups, "to annshilaie 'bhese paeceLieaiX mxi go*- i 

operation i-jith air force, -tanks, mechanised and rifle formations o J 

This is laid dovm in the project for the Field Ser-^/ioe Fiega^at- | 

[ 

ions. 1942, and is fully supported by the o^iperlencG of tuo years ox l 
tho Patriotic Mar, Cavalry x-jas successfully used during advances by [ 


the Patriotic Maro Cavalry x-jas successxxxixy usea aur.L-g av.voutv-.^o 
the Red Army par-tlcxflariy in the operational depth of 'ohe enemy to 
exploit success^ Thus in the first phase of the Stalingrad opecaGXon ^ 


of 1942 the 3rdo Gxxards Cavalry a^id -the 4th. Tank Corps, together xlth i 
tlxc; Ilechanised Formations of the Stalingrad Front closed the circlo | 
cucomid the German dccup conrijinded by Von liauJ-uSo iii tiie secona e^can-'*' ^ 
pie, the thrust by the 7th« Cavalry Corps toxxarda Valir’li'dTrasov in • 
January s 1943, led to the encircleiuGnt and capture of the ihole Ita3.-'^ 

ian Corps of Alpinio \ 

According to the experience of the Patriotic tar -biio explortatxonj 
of success by mobile formations con be accomplished oy: g 

-‘the capture of. the second line of del ence before the en.e:.y can j 
organise defence on it. ? 

the destruction of approaching reserves. 

- vjith a decisive routing of the enemy groups by atto.oK5 xrom unp 

i 

flanks and the rear simultaneously vdith attacks by the troops from thp 


the captxire ox 


f -oositions and objects 5,n the depth of the cle- 


fonco xvnxcn "irgnt er 


abf.-x the ciiorrrr to contixiue rcexstancoo 


For tiiGi decisive fulfillment of such ta.*sk3 cavax---y xoie^xi c-xons 
no less than a reinforced cavalry corps should be used, and, as ror j 
experience has shox-jn, the dev elopement of tiie ca.valrg7 breaG.tn.-ai.x\‘. * 
should be utilised by the Front/Comciand in the direction of the main I 


thrust, against the flanics and the 


5 ar of the main enemy 


FloiCing the cavalry under army conx-iana xroepuent 
c ax^o Xxy b ei ng utiJ-ised to fxi3-fill army tasks, tiod ti' 


iC.xieiit-ixx rcs*fLmG*-a an ti*|D 


riflQ fernationSs often iir/ol-s.'-ed the Ir 
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h\nrELL!SEI'iCE TitAMSlATiOH — 

_: _ -.-.J ^ 

pr^o 1 : 2 ^ ac tied bcioti3.es for 3.ocal defended lines, v;hlch reduced Its man— 
oGuvramlib^r and dorxied its operaticnal. GharacPer etc» Thus, the 7tirio 
Ccj/air-y Corps, after siiccessrully comploting the TJal.yak-UrasoTsk oper- ; 
ation, T-jas placed under coiaEiand of the 3rd* Tan!': Arms?' from tho 2nd* of ^ 
February, 1943 and ijas clispatclisd to support the left flank of that I 
•irm 3 ~ diiring its advance to i^harkov. The corps, having its mobility 
ited, under eonstaht attacks by enemy air force and tanks, operated j 
onl'y iiilovjly for a period of ti-jo ueeks and i-jitliont acliioving the deoired^ 

operational resultSo | 

^ . . . E 

I One of the most decisive moments of an offensive operation xs tlio i 

s 

! one of selecting the esiact time and orddr ox* Gommxtttxng the c-avaxry i 

^ Into the breal itliroTxgha The cavalry irlll move from the assembly c^oo-S, ! 

i ^ . . J 

! ijhich ai'G usually not closer than 4 O - 30 k.i:» from the front, in xocai-f 
I i 

i ities \;hich have Icorge natural camouflage, at night, or G3.se under vorgr 

I 

heavy anti-air cover, axtd, at tho last TX>Gsibie moment, the dcpa:rtuz’G 1 
1 rositionso These should be as close as possible to the breaktJirough ^ 

I areas, and of such distance that they can be covered by cs sing-tG moveo i 

\ As experience has shoi^ In maxiy instances it is advisali-te to cromp 

\ cait’-liy ^mechanized groups, particularly hen action is foreseen in gred; 


depth of a heavii3~ fortified oneirgr 0 x 0 a viier( 


"V could ret ODeratp 


fr uel^?' uitnout c3.ose support bp* tanas ♦ s 

Prior to leading ^{^^7/5/J^ife^ochanised group into a breaktiircugh, it 
is not permissible to limit the attack by the all-arms formation to ^ 
that scct-x only uhere the breakthxougji is contoniplatcdo Thus, xn tne | 
IIovGieber oporation in 1942 on the uestern front ifaere only the 20th^, I 
Army attacked ohile tho neighbouring 31st* axid 29th, Armies condu.vted j 
mrlnor locaJ. actions 3 the enemy uas able to assess tlia direction of the j 
main thrust and being free to movo his reserves, iias able to prevent 
breakthrou^ and the eaploTTnent of the cavalry mecIiaDlsed groups r Thor4- 
fore, it ia nocessary to conduct a number of aiizitu. tan eons strxkes v.dth j 
sufficient strength in order not to disclose the area of tho main | 

thi'ust and tlie vesting- ar.w of its strength * ! 

Cavair3--i4echani3ed Qroup, Just as cavalry alone, should not loave 
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IJJTELUGEHCE TfiAHSLATiOri 

^ _\ _ 9 • *!§£? ^ ^ 

itis deparoure position imtil such time as the ini’ antry has broite^ 
th2:"o'agh. the main oneniy deionces and can protect the xlanks of* tne Goi?r« 
idor rjhich is to be used. b3/ the cavalry ior tiie brecl^tiirougno Oi^b.ei^i'.’a-i:; 
the cax^alry" or car airy “zaeclianised s^oup vjhich is the echelon deaigD.ata 
to exploit the success i-jill become involved i|> combat .In the enery ^s 
Gactical defence sone^ Under these conditions it T-rill suiler ine^/ltabJ. 
and heayy losses tjhich vrill vreaken its strength to ful:Lix.L xto niaXxi 
tasin, and the cavalry - mechanised group \7ill3 in fact^ be transi'ormsc 
Irom the echelon vjhich is to escploit 'success to the second echelon ox' 


The main reason for the failure of the br eakthrou-gh of General 
I-Tator rrytilrov’s ccvalry -mechanised group described belotj mas the fact 
that the group vras utilised to break through the enemy “s tactical do- 
fc-ncev, Furthermores the cavalry-mGChani-sed £^'Oup vtqb comma ttea an s-eth' 
ments (first the tanics and then the cavalr7,^ corps) without coopextvtior 
]) 9 t- 7 oen themo At that, the coomand did not relieve the group from its 
Gcibsequont task-action in the depth of the br eakthrougb. to exploit 

GUCCGvSSo 


G eneral Situation (dketch 22 - not included in translation - can be lomh 
on pa^e 13 6 of the original i Starting in August in i94«^ the armies o.?. 
the right --Ting of the ;/estern Front started an offensive vrith the ob- j 
.jectivo of seising the Rshav-Cychevka area/ By the end of ScpteciDcr the| 
stopped along the line Yur’:'GVO* Tabakovo, VaselM-ri, Khlepen. i^odsaos~| 
er’ve. Bo^isel^ end further to the south in the direction of otoBatashj 

' . . I 

kovo^ The ealinin Front, meanx-iiiXe, ivith parts of its forces, mas 


kov'o^ The ealinin Front, meanxdaxie, iix'ch part-s 
iiig along the front Belyg", Irushchevo, Ilostova 


and Suldioshehaq^a^ 


The ferman 


having brought up stx'ong reserves, orgahsn ed 


mined defence and repulsed ail attempts by our troops to advance fur- j 
tlioTo The Hshev-Cychevsk enemy group vias composed of the 19'/th3 , 246thc‘ 

I 

noth, 233rd, 206th, 251ste5 129th « • S7th& 5 I6lst« , y2ndo , and lQ2ndo | 
infantrgr divisions, the I 4 thp Motorised Div-ision and the Ist^.. 2 ndo, 014 
DlSSSMIHAIIONloiM FOR IMraiJGEMCS laANSL^bH ~ 
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|^:TEFJJG*EfiCE l^AKSLATiOi^" 


32 'de Tank Divisions*. | 

In order to elizninate the R25hev bulge in October* ^ 3-942, eca oper- [ 

■ ' ^ 

atlon by the right irlng of the Western Front and of the left v.diig of |5 

' i 

the 1 alinin Front ims planned* According to the plan, the above«-inon-. | 

, ' I 

tioned troops iiere to encircle the Eshev enemy group, seise the tovjn, I 

and liberate the "railtiay lino 'Moscov^»Velihl Lukic* The offensive had f 

I 

been planned for October but on account of the heavi’ rainfall it aais 5 


postponed until the frost came* 

As a result of lack of c ano‘iif9-age discipline, the chan^; 


oa cani'i 


iiig of the attack, the ro^-gi'^ouping and the preparation of our troops 


for the attack, it vjas difscovered by the onerjy x-jho ha. 


suf ixcxent 


time to bring up rcsorves. to do the nocesscir^?- re-gronping, and r,o \ 

® 1 

improve his defences* The enemy’s re-grouping i-raS started by moving i 

® j 

the Tconk Divisions into the reserve, and this uas accomplished by the | 
second half of Dovem/^ber* By the 24 th* of Fov ember the 7ftho Ir;faiitr*y^ 

^ f' 

Division from Vyas'ma re^-ievcd the 5th* Tank Division* The und/cs ox t 
the 1st* Tanic Division X'xere relieveci by regiments of the 14 th* Ilotox^-j 
ized Divisruon* Similar ezichrixige of troops xjas also done in other soC'd 


3 of the front* 

In the sector chosen for the breaktlirou^ , in the ar^ 


01 V .as ea 


i:i and ililGpen, the encsay constructed tx:o defended lines* The formated ^ 

• 5 

line ran along the eastern approaches of tite localities VaselW:!, ? 

I 

Qredyakino, and fiarther, in a southerly direction along the x;estGrn I 
shore of the river Vasusa. The second def end .d line ran 4 to 5 ^ 

behind it* (Sketch 23 - not Included in the translation - can be i 


I'ound on p.agG 13 S of the origa.nai)® 

The first defended line conaistdd of 
Ltiona t;ith coOvStructed obstacles bsti.'een 1 


of x'ortii x 


ixciriari' 


x'ortified t/ere the sottlemants (Srodyakino , t-evalovka, loosnochiliia, i 
hlepen, FodosincKvka , Slierebtsovo , and a number of others, nhicli vercl 
c-oTiBldQT&l the main fortified positions and the oentros 02 ? battalion ; 
centres of resistance* 

Along the viiole length of the f ont the enerjy had constructed 
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I’^lHTirUGEKCE - ' .CJ ..o... — Q \ 

f . _ Gava.lxy-»Mechanl z ed *^ 6up _J ^ ^ . • . | 

be'bx'roGH 10 . "bo 15 earbli and i-.^od. emplacementis per squai^e KllOiiieuX*«:;o E^r— 
ow 25 "bo 30 iii0'bx~os t:-b.Gi*o liaci boen cOiis'bz'iic'bGcl riiacb.l.iis x>oslolofio 

fox holGG for groups . or rixlomeno Behind hhe dugoirbs of bne fxrsti Ixne | 
on bliG elopes or lieightis bhero had been censbrueoGa niaGnx-ae gun nes’^-.^ . 

• ^ ^ ^^.4 ^ I 

and duTOiiuS £gt morbars* joined to the rorTiardollne oy or- . 

' . . - t 

1 cnohQS^ Behind the second def ence ‘iiae and in the xTOod and oartn ^ 

^ • ' . - . j I 

i bones anti-^Jank gnns v;ere disix>sed;on the reverse slopes^ mo.-tar oauter^ 

^ « I 

ies Toere stationedo • I 

The second defended zone ran along the line I-laloPetrahoeo , Bon. ai£| 
I ibil . ropotovo 5 rodosinovka, ZhorebtsovOo An extension ox tnxs poGxeio-i. | 

I (-■i. na t^w3 north-eastern shore of the river Ostiga. vjas notea^ ijox'orm-'’- 1 

I • o i 

j ation heii been received that the SS Division •’’Veaxaciya doi'oiaiix - a ' ^ 

I the reieve:'. units of the 5thc Tank Division tjcre stationed rn ine aepch? 

1 ■ * * i 

I of the enemy’s dofencGo • . \ 


The considered the Ezh.eir area as ra base 


overntioas for a 


offensive against ' alinin and Iloscotj at the junction of the rialinxn 
doBtern Fronts and prepared it for continued povoxstance^ ho TGasi v:ex.t j 
prepared for defence having in tho Bzhev area ele^xen xm-i onoryp o.xc rAOt.a: 
5..zGd, and three tank divisions o Of the^e three iLZifi^jroiy aa'U x- -x.' t ax.j, ■ 
divisions uere stationed in the sector in vdixcn uiie troops Ox 
ern Front uere preparing for a broakthrongho I 

General ConsiderationG by the Cominaind- : Ic c c r a x ng t o t n e .0 3 a.'/ a 
Front Commanders’ decision j the main thi'ust 3‘as to be deaaverea oy 
of tho 20th. .Irmy in tho general direction of lirsdyakino and Kateryushlq 


er the breakthtoi^sh of the tnctical dafence oono hod boon .chiaved 
0 ca-oalry-neahanlzed f^onx) \rhs to be committedo This Group, in eoor’or 


at ion *31 th th( 


left -ring oi 


lin r’ront i-ias Lp 


pday the decisive role in tho encirclenont a.^iO. c.ocuruovnor. mh v.ao 

Rshov-Sychevsk eneim^ group c • 

In order to secure the success of the main thrust in tne orc: 


throTign 


3 tor, the 20 th. Irmy Teas given 


superiority oi 


end materials of bett-eon tv;o and Bhroo ov( 


rliG out 3,; 


of the front vas, on the vhole, favourable to an ofiGiis^-vo or tnc 
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TELLJGENCS TRAHSLATiO^I . | 

a ^ -r .. ^ I 

' ~ . ■ . . .•_••.■ ■ ■ ^ . . . ■ I 

of tho rrni±es of* t-lie iefti irlng of* the i alinin ctnd tne right uxng ox une a 

defences and of f 


"■33 tern jfontt despite the strong ensL^r the? for an oj-iensax^ej | 

mif a.vom'^a'ble terrain* j 

The 20tho Army delivered the ::iciin thrust vsLtn its x-xght rj-aiiiC, vatah j 

n A 

the task of break ng throng the eneniy^s defences in the sector vasGl^Iai 
Gk'edyakinOj Prtsjdya and to seise the first and second line of defence j 
nions: the boundary Ilal Pctrakovo 5 Bolo and Halo tropotovo. lodosxnotaaj ^ 
thex'Gbtoovo,. The army iias further to advance treat of the railtjay line | 
Rohev-’Sychovkao During the fii'St day of the operation xt tras necoosa-i:'^ = 

5 

to transfer the cavalry nechanised group to the trestern shore of the | 
river Tasnaao \ 


On 

tl’i0 sec on 

f\' rl •-'.Ty 

• th 

a 326 1 h «r 

, 42 r.''i 


: 51 s' 

t* - and 24 


one 

V'ore to G 

G 2 .ZQ 

the 

line of 

tliG r 

‘ailv: 

’-"■y . 

i_ ’.1 G 0 r .. . i i -L 

■ 

*OQ d 

i visions 

vore 

to 

changG t 

he dir 

‘OCtl 

.on 

of v-hoir a 

dvanoG to the \ 

^th-c-: 

^est and t. 

ho Ir 

l.St 

l:. 0 th e c 

OUth-T, 

JOOto 


such a Lia 

nocuvro the \ 


troops '-'ore to cre^ate a corridor 15 to Id Izuo trlde thn'ougn ttiacii me ^ 
•cavalry-nechanised group t;as to pass for the brea..':trii'ougno \ 

I 

As further tasks for the cavalry-oeeiianised group uorc foroscer j 

(Sketch 24 ~ not included in the translation*** can be i'oun^- on mO | 

of the original )» J 

- the 6 th » Tank dorps to deliver a concontratod bi.o\: in the inr- 1 

ectlcn of Sychevka and to seiso this settled locaixty an coopesacaou ^ 

aith units of the dth* '.iuardo Rifle dorps T;hich uas attcUking iron tne j 

r>orth-«ea 3 to ? 

i 

—the 20 th o Uavalry Jivision ras to advance tourrde .\uCLr3yoveao3" 3 ■ 

I’o trove: It tha bringing up of r-: servos and to potuid th enea-y luiits i 

rero i,-ithdraATing fron Sychovkac \ 

Guards ^ . . . > . 1 

The slide Ca'valry Corps (less the 20th Cavalra/ Dxvtaxon) ':ae to * 

advance touards Chertolino vrith the object of cutting the rail xine | 

Rshev-Olanino. and further to cooperate vith the advancing troops oi • 

the front in the cl struction of the Rshev enenr* group* i 

i 

It has to be noted that the assignments ox tne cavalr^/ iGocnc.n- 1 

i 

ised group silisequsnt to the Nashchekino - kateryushki front, acvelopodf 

I 
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UrOXir^!! ' .=^->^2====--=.=^-^-=^^ 

^ .,...■ • ^ I 

into throe, widoly-separated directions . This led to the disbtirsenieno | 

of the strength of the cavalry-Eochanized groups | 

5 The Plan of the Ootaniander of the Gavalr7/~Mechan_ige X.^.ga£- Accord-j 

— ~ ^ I 

ing to the directive No. 0305 of the 11th. of Septerijer, 1942, the com-j 
raand of the group was given, to the commander of the 2ncl. C,avairy Corps j 
General Kayor l.ryukov. Included in the .group vr&'e: the 2nd. Guards tax'-- | 
li airy Corps composed of the 3rd. and 4th. Guards and 20 Cavalry Divisiorsi 


5 gopQi'^atQ Cavalry Ar til ler^r Bat tial ions the 2nd a 3e; 


>arate Tanlc uesl 


troyer Battalion, tho l^lst*. ^lortaT Regiment and the 6thc Tank Corps | 
aonuosed of the 200th., the 22nd., and the 100th. Tank Brigades, the | 

A J 

AGt< Guards and the 6th* Motori?ied Riile Brigade, and the lltho Separah.e| 

Guard 3 kortar Battalion^ \ 

The group had the iolloT.n.ng strength r 21,013. men; 3.6 , .i.,.3 | 

13, 906 rifles and carbines; 2, 66? submachine pirns (PPSH and IFD^s):. | 

96 heavy nacliine guns; 33 anti-aircraft ilachlne Guns {D eh ; 3^4 ^ 

I anti-tank v-eapons; 226-60iiim« Mox't.ars; 71-^2 nru kortars: 64 -120mnio t 

I kortars; Z-i> - g^miTio anti-tank guns; 49 -76mjno dilvrsiona-i. ana regi.;iiCi'.t-a.iL 
1 ' ^ [ 

\ guns; 12 -37fiimo anti-aircraft guns; 120 tanks « j 

\ For the beginning of the offensive by the 20tho Arniyj oug 

^ .. . K 

I of the oavalry-mechaniaed group decided to concentrate tlio iriaro cj. 

1 group in the area kostino, Lukovniki, and to prepare to cross to the ; 
-rastern shore of tho river Vazuza (SkSouh .25 - net included in tne j 
translation - can bo foxind on page hi;.! of the original). \ 

• Aftor the xjnits of the Oth. .Irray had seised the boundary mal. rei^ 

rrlxn-o, Dol. and Mai. hropotovo, Podosinox’-lta, fherebtsoTO, . iioin.Ytm- | 
ovka, Blagusha, Ohupyatlno, the tiiole group -.^as to cross the rixi-or '/as-| 


lisa and to concentrate in the fol3.oi;ixig areas 


>1x1* Giia 4 .'(is Cavalry i 


Dixrision, with the. 100th, Tank Brigade in ; holm, Boresuysltiy , Vedsrni 
ovo; the 4th. Guards Cavalry Division with the 5th, oeparato uavairy 
Artillery Battalion in ti?edyaicino , itrynikovo, j.obylino; the Cav- 


alry Division T-Ltli tho 22nd, Tani^ Brigade in Bobrovka xnd i holm; tho 
200th. Tanli; Brigade -“ith the 13th. Guards Cavalry ^•Ggxment in ^irostovc 


^ FORM -iSA DISSfiArliMATION F^A FOR S^mUGENCe mANSLATION 
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vJhen the units of the iOth. /iriasr adTanced to the west beyond the 
.t-ay Rshea^-Cychevka an.d -after the creation of the corridor the 


f/h-G bi'Ga.lrbhiTour^li a.r'Oa Qx/.d con* 


ccwalry-EechaniSGi jyoup i 7 as tc. dntcr the breahthrou/^ area a.^a con- | 

centrate in the area Kashcheld.no, Kild.forovka, and the vroods east of | 

f 

f 

t-hese poxnbSa j 

The eomaander of the cavalry-nechanised group decided on three main^ 
routes of narch; number 1 - hhnsu#! Shchekoldino, I^ahki, Rillipovo, j 

arcaaicushino, to Kateryonshki. Humber 2 - throng hrytikovo, Arestovo^ s 

lia-l. iropotovo, Tarkino, M.Id.t‘ye to Podchasnaya. number 3 - througti ^ 

ZhGrebtsoi>' 0 , lodosinoirka, Fcmol’nitsy, Aleksino to Loshsil-.l^ -i-ne c-.ipi- -..-i , 
units of the front and of the 20th, .hmy prepared four- crosElngs over j 
the river vazvtsa for the cavalry— neohanised group, ' 

The group was /given the follc-Ting tasks: ^ 

- t.h (3 200th. Tank Brigade with the 13th. Guards hav-alxg^ Regs.m-C-nu j 

P 

noving along route nunber 2, x^rorG to destroy any enonry units it met, to' 
concentrate in the woods 2 Im. iTOSt of Podchasnaya, and to protect the j 

I 

r.'om the xisstc I 

- the 3rd. cavalry Division mth the 100th. TanJ< Brigade (the | 

rigiit columns) moving .alor.g route number 1, having the ta.nlc bi'xgade on 
its right flank, vms to ndavance to the area hateryushki, it>clnet3. ang 
to protect the .group from the northi 5 

- the 20th. Cavalr:/ Division with the 22nd Tank Brigade on -.(.l-s .^ej. -- 
flank, was to move along route aunbor 3, and to nss'enble in tiio crc-a 

Loshaki, point 212.0, kilcif orov ka , and to protect the group frou! the ? 

\ 

south-vjest and south e I 

i 

- the 4th. Guards v^.avalry Jiv.lsioa, with the 5th. oeparate .-ava.j.rj| 
-art-il-lery Battalion, moving as the 2nd. echelon behind the 3 ret. tfuaras j 
Orua3-4ry Drlvicion \' 7 Q.s to assemble in the axee. Pcciciiasnaya » ivuxt?aty cniCi 

to 'cxotf'iC'G the Ui'c up fToin tlio south* 

-•the 6th* notorized. Rifls Brlsade, movlno nlor.^ route Diamboi’ Ij | 

T-ras to advance tc the area kilippovo, Tarkino, th^e it was to assuns j 

. ^ i 

nnU i%o m^otect the fxoup from the east* .i-fter tiiis tno \ 


tho doTensivo, and to protect the sroiip fr< 


forna/oions of the 


group fulfilled the tasks assigned to th 
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irifELUGENCE'TFfAHsDkTJQi'-! 

c» Trairy^nG ch gail s ed 
stiaff* of the fronts 


The G orniriittnient of the 6tiia Tajik Cor^ps : At 0900 iiofors on ohe 25'^^^ f 
of KOTember the artiil^y prep^jration for the attack was 3tar'G-3di> liv^ 


xre was 


conducted by over twenty artillery regieniiit 


(SIQ Re 


(of and medium calibre) and by all the divisional ar'txXl'sry^ Rut i 


boCcrdse of the heaxT snow'falX obse^rvation of the result ox tne cu’GxlJ.e.G?'| 
bcmbardnerrb vjas not satisfactory, as a result of xiiieh many of t^ie 

I 

f‘ire positions 'were not destroyedo I 

I 

At 3.100 hours the infantry started to attack, but the oxfensxve I 

7 - . • i 

dovoloped slowly. Only in a few sectors was our anfantry aoxe oo peneu-* | 
rate into the enery sone. On the left flank an assroilt group ox olio I 
2A7tI‘a7 Rifle Division was more or less s-accessful^^ It Wras ai^ie to cap- | 
tore Zevalovka and Auznechildia and advanced tox-rards Ifyukovo and Bobro-- I 


fhen the front iorommander was informed of the success of the 247 tn., - 

Rifle Division he decided to e^qploit the success by coEmxLtting tne brno ^ 

fanlc Corps 5.ii this sector, xiith the assignsiBSiti ol .seisimg hox/c '-jrxj-iGv- vl-. - j 

nikonovo, arestovo, Pod^yablon« ka, and Bobrovka, nil the cavalry divis-^ ^ 

ions were to concentrate, by a night march, in the area nuMovaiiax , woi:coj 

oast of Sax'^amsino, point 217® 6, and prepare for acoioa in tn.. axi-u.>- . 

of Kusnechllxha, Bol and Mai kropotovoo After this the COTair:r..ncc;hciiase:: j 

'n-ouTD to complete its previously~as signed tasks, ^ ^ 

^ ■ .'-.nao, unarms \ 

During the night and de^r of the 26th«> of hovoiibbr, tne a/vIi ^ 


Ca-va-Lry 
Corps £ 

inal ) c. 


2 d in the a.rGa3 shown in Sketch 26 (page .11 2 of 


During the first half of the 26 the of Ilovcmber, the 6th, Tank Gor^j 
crossed to the ■•estern shore of the river Vasusa in tiie area ; 

fusnocliikha, and by 1200 hours, with a determined attack, seised EobroV'| 
ka, Hikonovo, ASestovo, Pod^yablon^lca, crossed the rail .Ixne HsiicV” ^ 
Cvehovka and reached the area Sukh.Klkishkinoo i 

Tlie action of the oth® Tallin Corps ivas supported iisil»iieA Oj oh^ ^ 
infantry of the 20th® army nor by the units of the 2iido Guards Cavalry j 

I 

CorPSo The Tank Corps advanced and achieved the broal^Iiroii^ of tne j 
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CCv:nX2l5i^^:Ii3iI II £ ni Od.J[k:_nrr;i^ 


eriGiT^^s defences but suggered heaYy l osses {about 70 iitanks} . an* 


id ro ached 


the line 02 


r'ai3.roa.d vjith only 45 bo 50 tanks Th G 0 li eniy 9 xpl oi. t i : 


uhe separation of* the car^ilry and tho infardjry rrom the tanks, re-oocuia 
j-Gd ana ]3rspared :cor the dji'ence of the settlements MkonoY- Ar^estovo f 
kaXo o^jotovo , and Fodosinovka* Thus 3 tho plan to conEiit the riioDile ! 
;,^'ou.ps into the breakthron^i f;as not acconplished becauso of tiio fell- 1 
oulny reasons: 5 

--the poorly^oTgonlzed artillery attack ijliich loft untouched a I 
lax'ge ntmibor of fire positions on the breakthrough soctor ol the AOth^ li 


^ixisiif xioi ejir. cooperation Detire^ii the ax^ds during t.ho ol'.ronsiv'e- I 
the units ox* the 326th« , 251sto , and 42ndo RiTle Divisions lagged be-^ I 
hind the barrage permitting tho eneny to re»-occupy the partially dost-- I 
royed emplac orients and to repulse the inTantry attacks,, \ 

•“OliG action ox the tanks v;as riot sup^oorted. b 3 '’ the ta.nks nor iiLian-"^ 
try aj;id did not T^iirill the expectation of the e^cploltation of the 5 

success of the 247tha Rif3.e Divisione ? 

lo siunriorisG 5 one 6th © Taiilc Coi'pSj having been corjiiiitted. to in*-* ^ 

sure the brealcthrough of the anemy’s defences, aithou^i it i'uiriilGU 
its assigniiient 5 this iras achieved through the loss of about 70 tanks i 
(about 600 of its fighti g vehicles)© f 

..d:±LO — :\ C-h--on. of the 2.nd.© Cruax*d.s taaj^gliyr Corps :The units of tho ^ 
20th, Ariir.r occupied the -iblioning positions by the end of the 26th^ ? 

of no^reuber (Sketch map 26 -see page 142 of the original) © I 

The 326th. Rifle Division vias unable to break tlircugh the ior\caj;'d ! 


aerenco soug and reaainGd an the departure positions cast of 


ao el ^ ici < 


XiiG 42 rido Rifae Division repeatedly attacked the north ern 


def^ onces 


of R-’ea^/'-anino 3 ana a.-ith separate groups it entered tlie settivnent Hit, ? 

^ ^ i 

'caes 3 v'sra dostreved by the oneny. By the end of tlio day tiie division j 
occupied the v-Gstam outskirtjs of the roads east og Qredyalrino, ! 

I 

i’ii3 tylst© iidfie iJx vision, likeijlse, did not succeed during t-Iiat | 
uay 3 all xts attacl^ boiiig repulsed by tho enemy* I 

' DiSSSMIM^ON FORM FOR INmUG^CS TRANSLAT^O^? 

CCOI 5 TIHUATIOH SHEETI 


fNTELUGEI'SCE T FLAW SUIT: Oil 


PAGE NUMBER 


jCgiralrT^*- "^echanis ed ' ■ 


The 247 t:h« Hirie Division, having Torced the river Yazuze.^ occupi(^? 
Zevalovskl^r and o^’-nuchilchi and becajne invol\“ed in the battle for the | 
soLithern outskirts oi i obydiiio, I'‘ryul:ovo, Bobrovka, and F'mdy o | 

The 331st e Rixle Division was not successf’ul and renained in the \ 


line Fccliora-Sel^tro, on the north-east shore of th 


e r 3. V er v asus a ^ 


The commander of the 2 nd 5 . Guai^ds Cavalry Corps was given the ass*- 
lent to cross to the western shore or the river V asusQj to seise oil*; 


-i.no Bole and . a.l/ Bropotovo, Podosinovka^ Zherebtsovo an; 


raAvanoes 


I to the TjGSt or the rail line Rshev-Gychevka^ The xurther assigment 
I t.o operate' in the enemy rear - remaiiKEd. untouchedo 


liaming at his disposal txjo crossing 


Oi-iO ^JLVe^ Vc-l^U-iOCt Oi.%^. 


corps commander decided : the 20th « Cavalry Division was to cross to' f 

the ijestorn shore at Zevalovki. and then advai ce to ik^malco vo 5 irikonovo,f 

I 

Bol,. and tlalo i-ropotovo; the 3rdo Guards Cavalry Division to crocs at \ 

rudov and to advance towards. Pod’yablon^ ka j Arestovo, Podosinovka.; tne 5 

4 th^ Guards davalr^' Di^^ision was to advance in the second Gche3,on bO'- | 

liind the 3 rd 5 Guards Cavalry DivisioHo | 

I 

By the end ol the t 6 th* of hovember, the 20tlio Cave, try Jivicion 

I 

moved up to the crossings at Zevalovki idiich v'ere occupied by the roar f 

f 

of the 6 th « Tank Corps and of the 247th c. Rifle Divisiono The Gcimaryider I 

I 

of the cross! g, v-ho v.'as from the operational, ^section of the staff of f. 

the .:; 0 tlio /irmy, refused to ccIj-ow the crossing until all the rear elem- \ 

i 

ents had been feiTried aorosso As a result of this the 2 Cth<, tkva^lry 

ision returned to ixdov and dioring the second half of. the nlgiit 2 d /27 t 

I 

of hovenber started to cross to the v;estern shore of the river \racusao j 

■ 

At first lirdit cn the 27 t.h* of Tov'odbar, the division, al^reaclc;' unaor I 
haaip 7 enoriy artillery fire and mortar fire, started to move in its | 

r.ssigned directioao 

At 0200 ho“ars on the 27tho of Doveaber the 3rdo Giiorda Gaval?--^^ 


Dlvcision stc 


:.o oo’ve to the czx)ssirxg at Frudovo But- since this aras I 


ACS! FORM 
S FEB, 56 


3 used by units of the .30th. Cavalry Division #^d’/the 3rdc uiiards I 

I 

?:v’ Division could not begin the crossing until first liglito | 

The gtho Guards Cavalry Division reached the crossing at Irudsv | 

I 

13A DISSEMINAIICH^ FORM FOR IMUmSHMCS TRANSLATION 

(ccHntmiATion sksstj 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010009-5 



I ■ 

I Cl ed (k^otip 


12 o _ , 


vd.th Its leadine rogiment ab 0615 hours on the 27th. of l-o%>-eober, duu | 
since the 3rd, Qaax-ds Gavalrir Division had only jnst started to crosSj | 
the loEidins regiraent of , the 4th. Guards ®avaixT Di*rision concantrat^ad. j 

in GiiG roods x-rest of 'iroitskoyeo , | 

Since the c ossing at Pruciov xxas used by the 3rd. Guards Savairy i 
aivlsioa. the Corps Cominaador changed his plan. The main force of the ^ 
Division on the tsarch from the area of Ignatovo, uas re-> J 

routed, to the c ossing at Zevalovi;!. J 

‘G'hii .3 the Pnd, Guards Gavalr-r Corps , having rocoivad an ox.':ensxije j 

’ / . -v„ ? 

nssiU'^noiaon. did no‘G succeed in accompli it-PA crossing o'^ox ^ 

riiror duian^ the ni^t of the 26/27 of November. The respoDGihlG | 

ofx:U-Gr from tho staff of the 20th. liio siiporuised the oy^osaing, | 

ahcu;aci iaot of imdex's uan,ding of the aitnation ^.n mat ho conu-L-^aevy. .l-i | 
tr- onGrerrinr? to the aeotern shcro of the river the rear and u j 


leaving on the oast ora shore 


the units of the Gcheion 


^:hich \-aG to exploit success* It is also necessary to remark that ! 

Coiaoander of the Cavalry Gorpe dixl not shou groat forGsa^t in that he j 
disriipted the sequence in ’:hich the troops uero to cross e.o -racievo , 
At OdOO hours on the 27th* of tovembor units ox the 20tn« v ^ 

division reached thoir assigned roid:o and f cm tho aaren Docaeu 
in battloo During the day the division ms able to soise myu. ovo an:. ■ 
IrGStci^Oo Further advance v/as stopped, by onerry frrep I 

Xhs 3rd. Guards Gavalr>- iilvision. conplocing ibe c- ossing of v-ne ^ 
rivor VaauKa, sfcorbed cut in its aaslgnod direction c* 1100 hours on tl:^ 
27thc of ioveoher and csscsncd uho offonsivc. .During the -hoi-e day none j 
of tho divisional units achieved any oucceos. At 2200 hours tho divia- j 
ion, having suffered uany casualties, rcachocl the line east of voaosa-i-j 
ovir.:,'.- "horehtsc-vo, f on '.jhero, chiring tho nijit, the iviits moxintea ogv-| 
eral T^isiicceseful attacks on 3evera.x wlntSo ■ 

The dth. Guards Cavalry Division did not partici;ate in the 
battle on that day. Concentrating in the ravines in t.Iie arcoa Pcd’yaDlori 
ka. !-U 2 nechildias the dicision suffered ii^eavy losses fron aerial s.taack 
and as'tillaay and cortar fire. 

iTFoafr*' ii^miiiivyNATlON FOSM FOR !HHIUGEHC£ TRANSLATION 

5; 3 5 ^ * tCONTIHUATlOff SHSEi) 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010009-5 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010009-5 



nar^'f'’ tha day eaany aircraft ooniaated over ton 1 o>t leyel attao..8 . j 
B„a/att«; to boat® and nacblba Iran attacba foro the v.hola of the oorp^| 

pilloir- positions, the horse ooirioys, the headquas'tors of ohe ana ^ 

alorrs'fcyriry’ Oorps. as , sell as the transport echelon of the 6th. Tank | 

OtjVDS and of tho Ofeh, Guards Rifle Ccrpso ^ ► | 

. ' ^"^Tr^eummarise, the corps did not. fulfil its combat j ^ 

.-raso of the delay in tho crossing, the poorly-oi-gcuxi-.'^d ^ 

oho comfint.msnt of the corps lato and in segments « ^ ^ ^ | 

Jt is also nocesearir to p-^int out that bexort;! the .--nae -^.a. ^ 

,lry torts rooohel the eneay defences tho ooaaandor •.»=. Jnoorrootly In- I 
for.al that the ene.ny vras supposedly defeated and tlthdravrins ana en-,, | 

•• ^ — .-rcT- /-I "P f r* } 0 |PC'< 

ao-o-ri Par r.r,r, 3 ora^ip-.o(i 3 rahere , in actiial fact, one enti.ho- -tea ertr fu. - - - 

coTi'Ci eO- o:,' j. ^ax ^-^5 5 o'* 

c enrol ot ely penet;raoead j 

ThJroconnaisance of tho '.nd. Guards Cavalry Corps uorhed poor.^^ ^ 
rnm could not give the commander accurate informal^lon obouu tno atroWt- ^ 
:i;iation by the beginning of the offensives As a ^sult of this, cno^ j 
conn^ander of the 2nde Caards Cavalry Corps, operating in the dark, chc.,^ 
for the Gituatlon the urong method of atttOck from tue ma. cho , 

units of the 20thc Cavalry at.d the 3rd . Gu^ds Cavalry Civxaxon^^ ^ 
e..tered tho battle v:ith insufficient fire preparation. Cooperation ox ^ ^ 

the divisions and regiments v;as poorly organised,^ ^ ^ ^ 

The nr^.inki.hrou vh of th e UmA ^ s _gf_yie_20M ?. » Cav a l r x_aSa-id^eaxi^ ^ 

0.,av^ds Cay^OryJiivi^^ "" " 

7;;rof november the enemy continued to hold tho ^tortifiod ecortrons 




The units of the 20th. Army occupied^ the’follovr. 
Tank Corps, separated from the infantry and cr 


IQ posat-ion: The 

_ T g 1 O C 1* Ox 

_..«X t “ 


-If^-cing on vasel'ki continued its unsuccessful attacks on tl 
^rd enely defence line; the 251st. and 42nd. Rifle Divisions 
bitter combat, continued to attack and seise-d (^sdyakino and 

translatiSF' 


,,oods north-west of Svkh.Wikishino:* the 326th. Rif: 


qoo-chevskiv*, Bol. and Kal. i.rOi-.c?tovo , loc. 
vedernikovo , i nc.u * -Rosiicn-v , 

■ -qh -r- n hi'' 'Vtillei'y and mortars fired conpan- 
osinovka, dherebtsovo, ■ n,.o;,ukn. iir-. <n -.rii.vn, 

-. 0 .- 11 ' on our troops, and his air force v.ns active. 
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fighting for Miolm.Berezuyslciy , Vedernikovo , i holm. Rogachevsicxy. 

Uriits of the hid, Guaxds Cavalry Corps xjere assembled as lollov/s : 

« 

The 20th, Cavalry Diirlsion in the derrsssion between Bol. and Ma^, r,rop- 
otovo sndwirestovo; the 3rd, Guards Cavalry Corps in the depression 
"G-'tt east of Todosinovka; the 4th. Guards Cavalry iiiv»slon in the sams 
area*, v/as uho corps reserve*, 

The rrono ooramaudor expressed his displeasure to the corarrhandciic ol 


the 2nd, 


Guards Cavalry Corps about the slow moveraeiTc oT t-no . 


.nd 


deaeiidod that the corps in the night of the 27/28 ox Uovesiber break | 

throu'di beyond the rail line- bypassing enemy centres of resistance*. j 

Gonmlvinp: with the Front CoaoandGr^s instructions tuo Corps oomiiiauu- ^ 
er ordered ..he 20tho and 3rd, Guards Cavalry Jivisions, to proceoaj • ‘ j 
bypassing enemy centres of resistance, beyond the rail lino ana to ost- 
ablish contact with the '6th, Tanl: Corps in the area Kikishkino during | 
the night 27/28 hovenibor. The 4th, Guards Cavalry Di^sion v/as to oe ^ 
ar jpared v.o attack behind the 3rd, Guards Cavalry ijivisaono j 

In tile first half of the night the iOth, Cavalry diviLsion. navxng 

;:3 its id-rst Gchelon tvro ccivairy I'eginients in extended order c,^038cd 

« 

t.hs deni'ession boti:een Bol, and - al, Lropotovo , dcsi^royea an onci.ry oal-’~ 

erv near point 204 ,o and reached the railway, viiore it came under fire. 

^and- 

The 103rdo Cava3a"y hogiiiient, -from the maren //0./ mo untea . attcia- -.a 
cuGrrvT infantry and destroyed about a conipany, dispersed the remainder, 
and broke into dtdtho I^IilcishliinOo The 124tho Cavalry lieglment 1 ought tor 
and seised Beloidi^jo stove, 

^riiG 22ndo Cavalry itegiment, having become separated from the iirat 
echex-on, 'iiile crossing the depression betu;eeii Bel. and iialv- .-X-opotovo, 
ivas ca.ixght by rocket and pro doctor firo, as v:ei-l as by cross x.ure, 
erod hae^jy lasses , and had to \;ithdrav/ to its departure position aosp^a^3 


manp 


c,e-apts to br^ 


ihrougho 


The 3 rd<, Guards Cavalry Division was late rn receiving tho orK.t 02 ’ 
^cr the breakthrcugli and arhen it started to riiovo at rxrst Xxght It 
sred heavy losses in men, horses, and natcrial, by^onem- fire in tne 
narro- : depression between Kropotovo and Podosinevka, Only the 12tb. 
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Guards Cavalry RegDjnent; and separate subunit. s of the 9th ^ and M^th® 
Guards Cavalry Regiments T.rlth’the commander and headquarters of the 
division rere able to break 'ohrcugh beyond the raili-ray^ 

I The 10th « Giiaj‘ds Cavalry "‘'Ggiment, lollotiing in the 2nd* echelon^ 

became separated xrom the main Torcc, fell under heafvy xii'^e 1 oo height | 
203^7 r several times tried to breal- tixrough in several directions and 
T-as. in the ond^ alitiBnat entirely siirrounded and destroyed by cross fire I 


-bopotok, Sidoruvo, bof^yino, Yur^yevka (all point: 


sontn ox 


sbtsovo « ) , 


Aftejx the units of the 20th • and 3rd* Guards Caxtalry Divisions had j 

advanced be 3 ^ond the railroad Esshev - Sychevka, the eneiny brought up vg- ^ 
point , ^ 

sorvGS, occupied 203 o7j and vd.th fire prevented all attempts by | 

the other units of the divisions to break through to the xxesto s 

_ I 

Thus, the task of coirirleting the broaJ through fell on the 6tho Taiii| 

i 

and the 2nd* GuaX'ds Cavalx''y Corps. Tho formations irhich viere to be tlio ^ 
echelon for the developeraent of the success ^ for vjiiich a cavair 3 r-.mech- I 
anised group is best suited, thi'ough the course of events became the | 
second echelon of the 20th. drmy. Tills deveiopement occurred because I 
the units i^ere committed piecemealo ? 

I 

The Goimiander of the 2nd. Guards Cavalry Corps did not succeed in J 
assigning the tasks for the broahtiirou^ in the night 27/ B £;ova:xber ■ 


and v;as unable to commit his units to battle siriu3,tanc:>uslyc The 20thc j 

I 

Cavalry Division received its orders in time and acted decisively o aitli t 
t*.;o regiments it broke through betvjeen the defended points, but t e \ 
third, bGComin.g separate-' fr-'.'n tho main force, suffered misfOirtune and j 
heavy losseso ! 

The 3rd. Guards Cavalrv Division, receiving the orders for the I 
break-through tv70 hours later than the 20th. Cavalr^yr Division, advanced j 
against rn onemy \jho had been foreuarned and mas on the alert. The \ 


dxvxsxon v:as 


caixght in cross fire and suffered lieaw losses, ineJrading 


its liiolo artillery and the 'xhole 10th. Guards Gavamry ^^-egiment. | 

ms the consequence of this unrise attack the 2nd. Guards Cava3jr3r j 

J 

Corps Tjas split into tvro parts by the nioming of the 28tho of hoveabsr. f 

t 

1 
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Tx.ro regiments of the 20th* Uax/alry Division and one and one half reg-- 

•.v-i ol 33!’Ci* Guar*ds .^axra-lry Division uere abie to advance beyond 

^ ai^i,8,v 5 •..nixe ne /-.th» Guards '-,‘avaXx*y Jixrision and the reiiiaiiiing 

I o-:. oziO jTO-a '-uaxds Javalry and the 20th o 'Jairairy Divisions. siol’T- t 

i - V • I 

ering heavy losses, remained ih their departure positions* Sven though J 

w g 

cor8i.iuniGations were maintained bett-rasn these two groups, the 2ad, Guars! 
aavaLi-y Corps and the vaiole crvalry mechanized group ceased to oid,st as! 
a single entity* f 

jt^ Guards Cavalry Division Igrbp the ? 

3:n the night oi' the 23/29 of iJO-yember the commander of \ 

and. uuards Cnx’airy Corps raidertook to complete his original plan I 

- , ^ ■ T ” ' ~ ~ l 

ai-vi oo -aOc-ici ■•.liG 1-G-iaiiiing units ol the corps through the iiarifov; corr- | 

raor Gatxjeen Mai/ i.ropotovo and Podosinovkaa However, when ha xtus in- | 

I iormod or tie heav^- losses sufldred by the 3rd* Guards Cavalry Division ! 

5 ' I 

j he decided, to seise the enemy strong points in Mai. ;:ropctovo and i od~ { 

I osanox/'ka in order to • iden the corridor for the passage of the remain- | 

I iJig rmtts. (Sketch 27 - not includ d in xhotranslation -can be found on [ 

I rage Ih? ol the original* ) I 

I -the Corps Commander sunanoned the commanders of the ttli* CraarcLt 

I caralx'y Division, of the 11th. and 16th. Guards cavalry liogiixouts, to S 

I hxs oommandpost (located 300 saetres north x^est of Bobrovka) and gave 1 

tnam the foj.loTjlng assignment: the 2ndo Guards ^avalr 3 /' Corps vd.tli the • 
lurces Ox f.ae Ith, u-uards Cavalry Division together x.dth tho 247th o | 

KiflG Division and the 1st* Uiarda Rifle Division v^ere to seise l-ial. | 
r.ropotovo, xOdosinovka., xdth the aim of leading a2LI the r ^iiaining units | 
ana v.-xig roar services across the rail line station Osuga -SychG'vkao The I 
4th. Guards Gaxralry Division to attack Kale ;.ropotoxro at OSOO faoxirs f 

on !.j)s ,i9th, of november from thecouth and in coordinated action with { 
the -jnits of the 1st. Guards Rifle Division seize this fortified posit- 1 


I them the folloTjlng 


ACS! FCRTI 
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Thg, 16th. uuards. Cavalry Regiment ^?as to aotac»>. Podoo_*iOjka - - '"j 

night 28/29 Moveraber from the north and -oo sej-ta lo v.r -■ ^ I 

,:ith. units og the 247th- '-Rif 1 3 Division. After that nhe oorps 
prepciTGd to 1st the service units of the 3rd. Guards Gavaxry j 

of the 20th. Cavalry Division, of the 4th. Guaras oaval^/ oa ^ 

the Corps Staff pass throng to Suhh.Nikishkino. ^ ^ j 

Dtirinc the night 2S/29 hovembsr tho units of the riLght o.. ^ ^ 

.p. onth. Army continued to fi^t for the copses west and 30utn-:3sn o.. . 

Ch-sfrakino and west of i-ho3ja Rogachevskiy . Divisions from tno ar^ | 

nni-u DiirlBion deploying i 

, .vn?;t ^ GO]Sli$t>t/SCi in t.jQ .0 .ii-G (C O - - ^ 


of Ilikonovo and t,he J-St 


Guards itii'lG Division dep^-Oj 
snt of a'bt.aGkine; rialo ..ropofovoo 


olo^^^cd for an attac?:?| 


sout . of Eikonovo, with the assignment of attacking: ^ ^ 

The .. 47 th. Rifle Division after ro-prouping deployed for an attac 
on rodosinovka, 2 herebtsovo. Tho 6 th.- Guards Rifle Corps, having sexas 

: hoira and i.hlepen, advanced tovrards .iursino. 

At 0625 hours on the 29th. of llovonber a 25 minute artillery pre- 
paration v-as fixed at Fodosinovka and at 0650 hours tho I 6 th. jiuards ^ 

Gavaiir/ iiogimGnt started to attack. The llth. -^-uaj-ds v-, 

lacupiod its departure position by 0700 hours 500 metros 
v-opotovo and siApported by the fire of the 5 th. 

-..lion and Dhe /^t:n, ^ 




:,Gd. to at-tack 


had been able bo bring up rcser^v 


0 '-:B i iivto - 


ile --ropobovc 


fanbr^ 


>v Division and barL-'S o 


o tho 'lath. Infanti'i^ ilegimont oi 
ks of the 5t.h. Tank Division, an< 


■he /D'oiic 


^ica/ uniho of the 337th.- Infantry Division and of the 9th. 


Pr.rli-'Viu- ' 


rank Div- 


1 si Olio - 

T-ue 11th. and I6th, Guards Cavalry Regiments attacked 

times during the :':9th. of liovember but suffered heavy J-ossg^ 


thro-ugh 


nr. rron .'.rtlfloa pol»=6 and ®d ror. f-i-d™ 

to their dep-rtura positions, bavins los’t h90 n»i o.ci J.o9 horso., 

iri.lled and vrounded. At the end of the day the 11th, Guards Cava-Up' 
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I^iTtEiSg^CE Tl^rNSLATIOii ^ ^ 

I ^ _ j 

.1 I.tn.saIcov_^:om-andjatg„^^ ! 

I colonel .ursaia>., the commander of the 20th. Cavalry Division, | 

! -,,avin:c under his command units of the 20th. and 3rd. Guards Cavalry j ' 

Divisions, breaking tiirough bei/und the railway Ims, sen. .ho ™03-d.^^ . 

Cavalry logiment to attack Lozhki. The regiment seised this defenaea^^ j 
roin-b and atarised bo develop an atisack against staoxon ..suga, 
^ouvvts-~attacked by infantry, an armoured train, and tanks, at iras j 

forced to uithdrm. to Sukh.KiMshkino, The remaining units of 
establishing communication ’.;lth units of the 6th. Tanls Corps, conso....a-j 
atGd and assumed an all-arssSd defensive position in the area of tne j 

I "-roods near point 23,5 

During tho night to the 30th. of tavetber the follo.Ans d.crsxon | 

I taken: tho -Oth. Cavalry Division vj-as to seize 0..r0.toa, > 

j , • -h r:^ 'V-h T'^nk GoTps ' "orB bo at-baCK ilax* anc a>o.,-o - ] 

remnants ox one oon<, lan.v o-ex.-o ^ , a 

I . ^ noGibions and to hold them wi*’* ^ 

I --ron tho mest, to sexzG theae .. ^.l. . | ■ 

! til the arrival of tho. infantry of tha .Oth. .rmy from tho front: tho^ | 

! 2nd. Guards Cavalry Corps, togethex- -nth .uiits of the . 1st. ^ Guards Rix Xe^ 

. ! attacking from the front, and uith units of tho utn. ..Jd. j 

I ' from the roa-. vere to seize Kal. :ropotovo, Poao sino - 1 . 

I GoiTS oporai^xng ii om e-io x o...- , ; 

I ka, and further to complete its previously assigned ‘.-as -s, 

i of b,hG dc^y the 6th. Tank ;^ox ps 

I During tne secom ncL-f-x ox 

! .ropotovo v:ith determination. Tha enemy fled in panic to:-ards toX . rop-j 

1 otovo, and .-.s the taiDcs ran out of gas, they vrere di-Xg m fo. ^ 

i until tha .o-rival of the infantry of the 20th. .U’niy from the front. j 

Th- advarce of the 1st. Guards Rifle Division ..as delayed. This v;dj 

. ,.ak:y''e^loited by the en.. ..o brou^t up a battalion .1th tvonty j 
and mounted a counter attack from Bol. .ropotovo to ..al. j 

o^^o. TO sunport the renuxants of the 6th. Tank Corps, tho coor,ar.^r o. j 
2nd, Guards Cava3xy Corps despatched tho Hth. Guards Cavai.y no,- | 

laont. But the help ^rrivel too late, just as tho eno.oy, e..pioyins ais j 

• ^ ri t oi* Tov^ nm bh B x* sr iiiBn "tiS of i^ho i 

suT oriorlty in men and oquxi^ent;, v^as dt.ooro/^n^ . J 

i _ T'^onniyiinm: uiiibs of bhe /.-oho iA.ardi=^ ^ I 


Ion iHisx 


ank -Corps. The remaining units of the 4th, Guards ..a. - 
.successfully attacked Todosinovka several times during 

-iip-SiSSWJNATlOM fOWAFOSW^SNCS -^RA^ii^ATION 
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rOClit?.n.xz 0cl 




Colonel i ursakov* s group v.’aS giTon tba. assignment to aooac.. Belok 
hsost and oukh.fJikiohkino from the t;Gsr on tho morning oithe 30 th« Ox | 
koTsmbor, to securo tho crossing of the railway line for the corps unilsj 
At 1200 hours the 103rd. and 124th. Casralry Regiments supporteu oy ^he * 

1 artillery battalion, assumed the offensive, and after a bitter figuo sei-j 
I EQcl both settlements, destroying over 2000 enemy officers anu iic.-n. j 

j liSOO hours, the enemy, having brou^it up reserves, started to coimtcr-^ j 
cvt'o -. ;'c. and in order to avoid oncirclenent, the 103rd, cjid i-inwn, j 

A -.(-‘•(.•iiQrita '.rero o.gain vrithdravm into the '.roods. 

The enov.iy occupied the -roods near point 203.7, closing 
I corridor tiirourii '.hich Colonel lursakov's group comramilcated. rith tne 
remaining units of the .Tncl, Guards Cava.lry Corps. 

! Tji the neiPt five days, the renairkler o.f the 20th. and 3rd. Guards 

I Go,vairy Divisions v.-ere incojrporated into Goner a?, .ayor Dedeogi’s groUi. 

I Phils the units of the 4th. Guards Cavalry Division contS.nued the Datt42 
I fesiiaMnl.. . ropotovo, Fodosinovka, Zherebtsovo, but ■. itno’U'. 

j Qri Aha 5th. of December the i-ront Commander ordcjreii th,., ..•j.i ..i. . 

o.f the ro^naining miits of 'the 2rKi. Guards Cavali-/ Corps to ths oastoi n 
chox’o of tho river Taa-aza so "Chat tney couJ-O be pi v,,.. _ l...,- bo .. 


the breahtJu-ough after tb.o ingantr'^ had 
:> . 'fodosinovka, ond a:he!C3bti30V0o 


seised Bolo anoi I’a-ir 


The units of the 0th, urmjr assumed tho defence along t,ho.i.i.'.iG . 
gachevskiy. i;ikonovo, ..restovo and Aholpen, The units or the ...udo 


GiinrdB Cv 


Corps did not conduct any further active orerations. 


colonel ..ursakoVs gi-oup (the 103rd. and 124th. Cavalry .roginents 
of tho 20th. cavalrj- .Ji’/ision, the 12Un. u-aara;.. Gav^jfesy : 

of tho 9th. and l.tth. Cavalry ..cgi.acnts of the 3rd. Guards c.avairy )iv 
ision, altogethor about 900 srbres) bocane partisans, after spon..i.it, 
over ?5 days in the enemy’s rear, travelling over ; 00 lais. , destroyme 
up to 3000 .boldicrs and officers, 8 airplanes, 20 tanks, 9 ar-tiricry 
^^..ories, 300 motor vehiclos, 7 largo e-uipnent depots, this group oz 
-G - oth. of January, 1943, loi* the oneiyheld area in the sector oi 
k-iv 1 '^’Tido Anw of* ilie alinin ji*ont;» 


dosGrovln 


.llory 
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F/iGE liUMBER 


Summar?/ and o one lusions : The second phase or cho ox^eration, despite the 
commi.ttment on the 30th. of llovember of the fresh 1st* Guards and 20 


Di^'ioionSj was as imsuccessful as the 


.■ 02^ Oil 'c; L/i 


of the defence zone in the area r^al» rropotoTO, Fodosinovka, there had J 
been sent the last more or less undamaged division of the 2nd^ t-uards | 
Cao’alrxv Corps After that the /ith. Gu^irds Cavalry; Division again con~ 

k 

I ducted ra frontal attack in the same direction where previous unsticcose- 
I fill attempts at a breakthrough h^id been tried by the inf'antry of the 

20th. ..riJiyt the 6th^ Tank Corps , and the !iain forces of the 2nd. Guards 

Gcivcliry Corpso 

I The attack of the Atli. uuai'ds Cava.lry Division with weak fia^s supp- 

I o:rt and a uickiy planned ft:*ontal attack a disnounted cavalry dlvis- 

i ion had onl 3 ?- a small chance of sue c esc o Hore^ as well as 2 - pi‘evicu33,3r peko 

N coordination between the units cwttacking from the fr*ont (lot. ^ Guards 

I 

I Rifle Division) with those attacking from the rear (remaiziclor oi the 
I 

I •A,;ho Tank Corps) vras not org;anised and the imits op-ezaated in cliGharmoryt 


Ist. Guards Rifle Division did not support the attacl- 


X. ox 'CI\k' OiOi,.. 


’,• 11 'C Corps rind its remnants, overcome by ntuTiorical sup-eriorltg^ cf 


.ers, for the most part, destroy’- cd in Mai 


ro pot. ovo ana c ouia 


not ex^on disengage from the battJ,e because of lack of iuci^ The attacp. 
by Colonel ..ursako’xws group in the cno iyMs rear on Belokhvostov and 
Sukhollikishkino v/a-s also not coordinated with t.t.ve action of the troops 
advancing from the f.onto The enem 3 r bringing up reserves, drove back 
the 103 rd, and liRth^ Cavaliy iiegimeats, and completely cut off the 
g:roup xroin the main body of the corps. 

It thus became obvious el-ready on the 30th. of dovG-abar that the 
seriously v-Gaksned cavaliyi-mechanised group laas unable to achiGt'e a 
broa- through cf the inony dofensivo sons in the area tf tho railroa.d 
Rshex/-3ychGX'‘ka or to advance beyond it. 


To eurartarise. d .spite the superiority in men and GcuipmGHt 


uxh sector the oporations of the 20th . 


.iray z:ot> 


su c c e 3 SI li 


of the unsatisfactory preparations and particularly on ; 
direction of the troops in the course cf the offensix^o. 
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The enemy, utilizing the rmny the star u ot the opero.ta.o-,| 

,, of insufficient canjouflage,' and the. indecisive action of the j 

..he iOth, Army on the' H5th. and"26th. of Hovenber , was t.ble to j 
brii- up strong reserves and completely repulse our attack. Thus, on ^ ! 

.I,,., of tiovefoer, the enemy moved the l/ 4 -th. Infantry AO-nmoxio o_ ^ 

" v'lth'. Elfl, division into tho ol-oa Lobyllno ana tbe j 

13,h. aatoriota ..ociaont and the 116th. .rtllla,; j 

Tan!: Jivision into the area of Pod’yablonka» On the 27tho of laovomoer, j 
,iv,i-Ga of the 337tho Infantry division v;ero move., up. On nno Opoh, oi. j 
To-icubcir, pav-ts of the 102ndt Infantry Division -era identified 
oo-ui-a.A:,, Those had come from Rzhov. On the 30th« ox a.ov , ...ni.a,., j- 

the 9th., Teak Division which had been transferred fror^ the to j.a,ov j 

■cor '..ere oncountered in I lal,. - ropotovo and ; odosinovkai 


In the folloi.dns days the nov 


iient of i-Gserves to the brsa- -threugn | 


aoctor did not coaseo On the 2nd. of Deconbor the 430 th. Infant 
'Orient of the 1 . 29 tht. Inrantr 3 r Di^rision arrivea m mal. .uciciJ.xi- 
Rshev, on the 4th. and 5th. of December, in the same aree, tiioc 


covo i'rorn 


re vrere 


- f j ed comroGite battalions xrom th 


rear units ox the 78 tho and 


txh. infantry Divisions, the 33rd. Tank Hetimcnt of tho 9th, Davtu- 

. .-V -c’ <'* 14 ' a '=? r G o On t.iiC J— 

l’« er^/ x.e:".uTiGnu Oi. gHv. -x. . j 

ion ana one J.U.iGno n- ^ 

tix© ^ J ’ ' 0 )^*'*}) ' 'ot -pa.Thr 

of Jocs-iber there arrived in i odosinovka secto,-. -uic -A- a ^ 

Lufment of the 52nd. Cavalry Division f om thizdrinsk and cho Sxjth. 
infantrt' .ogiment of the 337th. Infantry Division from the 


h- itv.h. f D..cex.iber.. at iodosinovka, units of the 2 na. i.hes 

identified the 34 ?^th. Infantry kegiment and the .iJ-ovn. 

Division mere :novt . to ..her ebtsovo fro., ghizdrin^k. Thus the 


to ..her ebts-ovo fro:, hhizdrinsk. Thus the 


T 0 V.V 7 J alinoGt 


iailVj brouiuTG larf 


roGc-nrs^ 


roiuvard -.iiich 


5 

o ' ll the att acks by. the units of ths kOth. .ir-my. 

'he particul-ar reasons -.iiy the .attampts to commit the c-avr.rry-.i^t..- 

^ ro.~-»n Ko Gr)nr'»^’T‘iG(ii 

,1 group into the brsa.e.througla wore not - 


5 lloi-s: 


The thrust on tlieri.ght '. ing of fhe v.:estG;- n 


f ont v"S de-ivsred on 


a narrow' f. ont. Strong supporting tluat^ts on th^t hor sec. 
nrg:r~~-gg7~*7-^^^ FO^Vi FOR TRAt^SlATlOh 

. 1 .» {CWnflTBJfttlOH SHEEP 


miELUGHflCS TRAKSLATiOK ^ ’ j 

EiiatiSo The offensiTre- of tihe left 'vj'ing of the i-.alinia Fron’o was also | 

i . sEaBuccessful. All this gave the encny the ppportuniUt* to manoeuvre his J 
reserves freely» The olejnent of surprises was lo£3t because oti ro£>t:' »an~ j 
ouflfige disciplina, as a result of which tho eiisnir/ had of I 

I ■’•-w: -rG^^-irptiop Tor an oxrensivo and uas abJ-e 1 !' 0 , ~'^-P | 

I ■ . I 

i rOBOrVGS,-. ° . © I 

i vhp Ptriting force of t.ho 20th. iu-im/ did fiat break -hraus^i -iie i 

I ■ ■ ... 

I •;-•' ereniy defence zone because of bhe p4'?£>Xl.y 

j .,j: :the actiyit3" of the infanticy, pirtiLllery, and aircrafts Xt)rv;ard j 

1 edf:e had not been ascertained exactly, as a r^ognli; of ^tnh. 


P-^ 

oo ■re 

It ion did 

not des’ 

broy t: 

he 

on or 

ly ’ s syst ora 

of 

xi; 

Th 

G urd 

V. •' 

. bo a. ;• 

the 20 

th c 

irrny foii^it viitbout doc 

ird' 

0 n © 

The of fens: 

iTro 

ol' 

the 2 

Gtho 

.irtiy i 

and th 

0 ac ■> 

3ivi by .of 

tiis cav 
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;ed group \i 

er€) 

no 

t suff 

loPoi 

ii.l 1 ;/ ^ 

-lip port 

ed b: 

j the air 

fore Go 









5 

It 

has 

to be re 

arked t: 

hat th 

.0 c 

ODiiD 

Lttracnt of 

uhe 

G a 

volry- 

riccl).-’ 

mi. ‘I S. 1 

1; 

pro up 

I '■hen 

the infa 

ntry head 

only 

pen 

etrated to a d 

ept' 

n* o 

f t la- 

lo 

bo blB^ 

aoT^th 

of a 

ho onenry-^ 
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es on 

0, n 

arr oi; front v;a 

•S Ui 

0‘C 

•ijise© 

The < 

::o2u:i'- ^ 

i ot: aen 

t of 
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before the 

br 

0 a t 
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:h of 
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e 
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s assure 

d led 

to 

si [0 

aificant 1.^ 

-sso 

S o 

In 

' d ^ ! 

C:ri T'Oe ! 

action 

i the 

Tank Gor 

ps lost 

about 

60 V 

of 

5. t S e 3 1 nbl i sli 

raei-: 

LX. in t 

/he I 

tt- 

einpts 
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iigh the 

onoir/ ^ 
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nceSy and i: 
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